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Joshua Feldman is a force of nature.  One might question that assessment of a 5 year-old boy who lives in San Antonio and attends Thousand Oaks Elementary.  However in 2009, he led his own fundraising campaign for the 2009 Great Strides Thousand Oaks 5K Fun-Run/Walk event and raised over $200.00 amount.

This was remarkable not only because Josh, as his friends call him, but because he did it on his own and with very little help or encouragement from his friends or family.

Josh, who is 5 years younger than the cf child at Thousand Oaks Elementary School, Betsy Sullivan, is still passionate about helping in the community and giving back to those in need.  He heard about Betsy and cf and her struggles and immediately wanted to do something.

His efforts were certainly effective and he was recognized with an award at an end of the year ceremony where he was presented with a recognition certificate for his efforts.  A man of few words, when asked if he wanted to speak before the audience of parents amid a sea of cameras recording and clicking away, he merely said “no”.

It was all the audience needed to erupt in applause and laughter. Josh’s efforts provided that all it takes is the desire to make a difference and that the best form of recognition is knowing that your work is appreciated by those it helps the most.  Josh is helping to add tomorrows everyday for patients in our community who are battling cystic fibrosis, and for that the most important audience in his life, his parents could not be more proud.

