EVERGLADES, HALL OF FAMER, MIKE SCHMIDT, and Paradise Marine ARE TEAMING UP TO FIGHT CYSTIC FIBROSIS
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Cystic fibrosis is an incurable, genetic disease that plagues nearly 30 thousand children and adults in the US, and raising awareness is sometimes called an uphill battle. However, Everglades Boats and baseball Hall-of-Famer Mike Schmidt are calling it a team effort involving many to impact many more. This past spring, Everglades Boats and Mike Schmidt kicked off their partnership during the 7th Annual Mike Schmidt Winner’s Circle Fishing Tournament in the Bahamas, one of the Schmidt’s premiere fundraising events benefiting the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. Everglades presented the Mike Schmidt Winner’s Circle with a $10,000 donation during the event that ultimately raised $230,000. Everglades was one of several companies dedicated to supporting the fishing tournament fundraiser – but Everglades wanted to do more. “We were honored to be a part of the Winner’s Circle and are extremely impressed with Mike’s dedication to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation,” said Stephen Dougherty, president of Everglades Boats. “We now share his enthusiasm and are looking forward to providing an outlet for our dealers and customers to also get involved.” Everglades is hoping to raise $75,000 this year to donate to the Mike Schmidt Winner’s Circle and locally Paradise Marine wants to raise $3,000 for the Mobile area. The company will be initiating various fundraisers and projects to help meet that goal, including the 2008 Everglades Mike Schmidt Winner’s Circle Raffle, from which someone will win one of Everglades’ innovative fishing boats. The raffle kicked off in August, and all are welcome to visit any participating Everglades dealer to purchase their raffle tickets. The tickets are priced at $25 each or five tickets for $100. All proceeds will benefit the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation by way of the Mike Schmidt Winner’s Circle. Everglades will draw the winning ticket in May 2008, during Mike Schmidt’s annual Winner’s Circle Fishing Tournament. The winning raffle ticket holder will be presented with a new Everglades 243cc with a 300 Suzuki engine. “Everglades Boats is just what the doctor ordered for The Winner’s Circle campaign,” said Schmidt. “They’re an exciting, innovative and energetic company that is enjoying tremendous success, and sees a need to align itself, its dealers and its customers with a noble cause.” Get involved with the team effort to fight cystic fibrosis. To find out more about where you can purchase your raffle tickets to make a difference please call either the CF Office (251-345-7241) or stop in Paradise Marine in Gulf Shores (6940A Hwy 59 // www.paradisemarine.com). In the Mobile, AL area, Gene Myers, the owner of Paradise Marine, has agreed to match $5 to every ticket sold in the Mobile, Baldwin and Pensacola area to the Mobile, Alabama Chapter.  Help make a difference in our area and purchase your ticket today!!!

You will also be able to purchase your tickets at the following CFF Events and Local Events – just look for the Everglades Boat!!

·         Tameron Honda in Daphne, AL

·         Mobile Boat Show, Mobile Convention Center, February 21-24

·         Pensacola Great Strides, April 12th 

·         Fairhope Great Strides, April 26th
·         Mobile Great Strides, May 3rd
If you would just like to make a donation to the cause and help Gene meet his goal please visit his Great Strides page (http://www.cff.org/Great_Strides/genemyers)!

